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MAX CRAMER — CONDOLENCE 

Statement by Member for Geraldton 

MR I.C. BLAYNEY (Geraldton) [5.34 pm]: Max Cramer was a Geraldton legend born there in 1934. At the 
age of 16, Max left Geraldton Senior High School, taking an apprenticeship as a carpenter. He qualified as a 
builder for the Geraldton Building Company and restored historic buildings in Mt Magnet and Cue. Max is 
probably best known for being one of three people who were the first to dive on the wreck of the Dutch East 
India Company merchantman Batavia. She sank on Morning Reef near Beacon Island in the Abrolhos on 4 June 
1629 on her maiden voyage to what is now Jakarta. Max’s fellow divers were his brother Graham and Greg 
Allen. Max drove the local campaign to have the Batavia relics moved to Geraldton to be housed in our new 
museum. In 1964 Max and Graham joined Tom Brady as the first divers on the 1712 wreck of the Zuytdorp 
north of Kalbarri. Max was also a co-finder of the 1727 wreck Zeewijk on Half Moon Reef, also in the Abrolhos. 
In 1998 Max was a member of a team that found an ancient French ecu coin left by navigator Francois de Saint-
Allouran at Turtle Bay in Shark Bay in 1644. Among many other things, Max was a local stringer for ABC 
television in the 1970s and a talented local magician who sawed many a local in half. He also built some 
fascinating floats for the Sunshine Festival Parade. Max leaves a widow, Ines; three sons, Kim, Mark and Paul; 
and three grandchildren. He received the Order of Australia for contributions to maritime heritage in 2008. In 
1979 and 1999 Max was Geraldton’s Citizen of the Year. Geraldton and Western Australia are much richer for 
his life. 
 


